The officers were assembled in Ungern's quarters The
Baron wound up
* And see that everything is ready We start in
two hours'
'And where are we going?9 ventured Laurenz
Ungern stopped folding a document
'You will simply follow me/ he said curtly
Now that the cell was gradually getting lighter, Scmion
still could not pluck up courage to look at the thing that
lay m the corner He kept his face obstinately towards the
wall All night long he had stood there huddled up,
motionless, not daring to stir for fear of brushing against
Abram's corpse The cell was only nine feet by six
But I must, he said to himself, I must Slowly he turned
round He squatted down and looked mfiont of him He
could see a light-coloured shape lying on the floor On all
fours, still slowly, he crawled towards it It was an endless
business
Sermon stopped, held his breath, and poked his head
forward Abram seemed to be lying asleep, gi acefully, like
a woman A ray of sunlight fell on his face, crept into the
curves of his lips, spread across his forehead, and set his
eyelashes sparkling with miniature rainbows
Semion started his inspection He could see only within
a tiny radius right in front of his eyes He changed his
position a little, rubbing his face up against Abram's body
He dragged himself forward on his knees, turning his
head as though he were sniffing the scent of death
Abram's chest was bare, bluish-white, and hairless   Be-
low his prominent ribs has belly made its appearance
swollen, enormous, with the navel sticking out like a
closed eye  Lower still, the flesh showed black and blue
and crimson, shapeless, covered with clots of blood
On the platform N G O 's kicked the soldiers awake
The blond boy who had just reaped the last cock of wheat
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